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The primary purpose of your resume is to capture the attention of your audience and engage them to the extent that they want to invite you to an interview.  





Like a great speech, a great resume has a:





hook (your attention grabber) 


body (your competencies, talents, skills, experiences, education) 


summary (a brief review of your primary career themes)   





When we read a great novel it is the characters that grab us and keep us engaged. Your resume provides a medium for introducing some of your unique qualities and distinguishing characteristics.  Your resume lets you display the character behind your work experiences, competencies and talents.   





When a recruiter is reviewing a large stack of resumes they make two piles:  the short pile of the people they want to interview (the stand-outs) and the tall pile of the ordinary, typical or (also-rans).  





What makes a character in a novel stand out?  A little boldness, some intrigue, and a few compelling themes make a character engaging.   


 


Getting the interview is simply the first step.  Positioning your talents and selling your skills and competencies as a value story are the next steps. 





You can improve the quality and outcomes of your employment interviews by: 


 


Asking the right discovery questions. 


Listening for the employer’s "hot buttons" (unmet needs, problems, pain) 


Positioning your competencies, skills and talents as a solution 


Presenting compelling scripts and themes


Asking for the job opportunity!





Writing a Stand-0ut Resume requires blood, sweat and tears, just as writing a great novel is a labor of love.  A compelling resume is a joy to read and your audience (hiring managers and recruiters) will appreciate your efforts.  The Career Paths 2011 Report is designed to help you get the job offer.
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